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Welcome!

Celebrant and Preacher : Father Mike Kreutzer

We WON'T stream to Facebook this week.

Link to Facebook page

“Did Jesus found a church?”  

Garry Wills asks this ques�on in What Jesus Meant, a book well
worth a read. “Church” is the word used for the Greek ekklesia
which doesn’t mean a building, but rather “gathering.” When Paul
writes a le�er—to Corinth, or Rome, or Colossus—he isn’t wri�ng
to the leader, or head, or priest-in-charge, but to the gathering. The

gatherings don’t have leaders. And the gatherings met in people’s homes, not in a
permanent structure. Why would they need something permanent? In Ma�hew, Jesus
says “Where two or three are met together in my name, there am I in their midst.”

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCtGaMgavjU_OZbpLJRcZdTCdvJvsQIJ32WO02p5_CFUp-wuxtVUWAV0t0JKmNwi9wb_VuvR6afsMV3xez3tADt3dfOkDvIY5aGImwejDynC9Z4uwHLAIW8NsE9ImgmOjml5htyRuaxuO&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==


Wills—who is Catholic—asks why any of our gatherings need to have teachings or
rules about who is in and who is out, who is authorized to lead and who should just
listen.

All this made me self-conscious this week, especially when I was at the altar blessing
the bread and wine for Eucharist. The Episcopal Gathering teaches that the priest,
who has been consecrated by the bishop, who has been consecrated by the Presiding
Bishop, and so on is the one with the privilege to be behind the altar. We are 2000
years away from the �me of Jesus, and there is something powerful, and maybe
necessary, about having some formal structures that we can look to and depend on—
kind of like coat hangers to keep clothes in the right shape un�l they are worn again.

But at the end of the day (as well as at the end of all �me), we should look to our
Gathering for mee�ng Jesus. It is in the Gathering that Jesus is present—David ligh�ng
his candle for Breanna before the service; friends and new acquaintances nodding to
each other and checking in; Altar Guild ge�ng the altar ready and candles lit; Jennifer
giving a foretaste of the music to come; Brad in the back connec�ng with each and
every person who comes through; Becky cha�ng to those passing through the
sacristy as the service is over. It is Gathering that we pull ourselves together to take
Jesus with us into the world--it is in Gathering that Becky, Barbara, Nigel and Brad
prepare to make a take-away meal for friends in Xenia. It was in this week’s Gathering,
a�er the Peace, in Debbie’s prayer for Chris and my anniversary, that I felt the love
and hope of Jesus so alive and so moving—reminding of the great blessings I know
today and through the years. It is in the Gathering that the church is like a ripe seed
pod, the seeds spread so widely as we disperse and take the experience of Jesus with
us into the wider world, whatever may come and whomever we may meet.  

May your week be blessed by the presence of Jesus in your Gathering and your
gatherings—

Rev. Jen+

Upcoming Events at Christ Episcopal Church
 
Oct 3     Blessing of the Animals
Oct 10   Stewardship Event
Nov 7    All Saints’ Sunday
Nov 21  St Cecilia Day hymn sing
Nov 28  First Sunday of Advent

Check this newsletter for more information as the dates get closer!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Rev. Jen found her phone! We're back in business...



NEW Parish Office Emails

We need to split up the main email (ChristEpiscopalXenia@gmail.com). Please
update the emails in your computer for Rev. Jen, Becky or Nikki.
 

Rev. "Pumpkin Spice" Jen - CECX.Priest@gmail.com
 

Bookkeeper "Apple Crisp" Becky - CECX.Bookkeeper@gmail.com
 

Parish Administrator "Caramel Apple" Nikki - CECX.Office@gmail.com

New Healing Service - ON HOLD THIS WEEK!
We will begin a midweek service on most first, second, and third
Wednesdays. This will be a liturgy for healing and communion.

The next service is September 29th at 11:00 am in the
sanctuary.

As we learn what times are best for those who wish to attend, we may
adjust the time for this service--do read your newsletter.

In order to protect the ill and those who care for them, masks will be
worn over nose and mouth by all at this service, regardless of
vaccine status.

Proclaiming the Dream: Diocesan Convocation
Unfortunately has been postponed

due to problems at Procter!
Saturday, September 25 ~ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. ~ Procter
Center

Attention Choristers! (And all who like to sing!)

Choir will begin in October under the direction of Choirmaster Chris
Oldstone-Moore. Details to follow but let the Church Office know if
you're interested in raising your voice in song!

We Need Your Musical Input!

What's your favorite hymn? We want to know! You can either email Nikki
here, give the office a quick ring at 937-372-1594, or add it to the form in the
Church!

mailto:ChristEpiscopalXenia@gmail.com
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Current COVID-19 Protocols

New Update from our diocese (as of August 2, 2021):

People attending services and meetings held indoors are to resume
wearing masks, even if they are vaccinated

Communion in one kind, bread, only.

singing with masks on

no seating limitations

Read the complete guidelines here. Please be prepared for
changes as we continue to learn about this virus.

Third Dose For Immune-Compromised Individuals Available at
GCPH

Greene County Public Health (GCPH) is providing the 3rd dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine only to those individuals who are immune-
compromised who have had either Pfizer or Moderna. At this time, it is
not recommended for an additional dose for those who received the
J&J vaccine.

Active treatment with high-dose coricosteroids (20 miligrams or
more of prednisone daily or an equivalent) including:

alkylating agents
antimetabolites
cancer chemotherapeutic agents classified as severely
immunosuppressive
transplant-related immunosuppressive drugs
tumor-necrosis (TNF) blockers
other biologic agents that are immunosuppressive or
immunomodulatory

Advanced or untreated HIV infection
Moderate or severe immunodeficiency such as DiGeorge or
Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome
Received a CAR-T-cell or hematopoietic stem cell transplant and
are within two years of transplant or taking immunosuppression
therapy

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCuH6Jj7U58Vkv_q0N9bcKQTzCIlF61eIgulLE1fn5MlCCQSaNqeh0lkJQ14tG2D68cx7paYOv0KnFzR9XeTd9tUrhBtgNoxufB7HSLFETUUtBUaYryCZouJ6qlxz0OOxJmPw5Nwffn6SvVGCSnsoKbCHrV8ApCj13EFPC89orv2p36M3gRHQJSc=&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==


Received a solid-organ transplant and are presently taking
immunosuppressive therapy
Undergoing cancer treatment – solid tumors and hematologic
malignancies

GCPH holds a COVID-19 vaccine clinic on Thursday of each week
from 2:00 – 3:30pm at its main office located at 360 Wilson Drive in
Xenia. You can visit this website to schedule a time, or simply stop
by our clinic on any Thursday during the above hours. Be sure to
bring your COVID-19 vaccination card with you to your appointment. If
you have any questions, please call 937-374-5600.

++++++++++++++++++++

Scripture Readings for September 26th

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
Psalm 124

James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

If you're on a computer, you can click here to read the Scripture Readings.
You can find copies of our weekly devotional at the bottom of this note.

Two Fun Ways to Support ECM

As the outreach arm of the diocese, Episcopal Community Ministries uses the power of
our collective community to help fund local outreach ministries who are in the best position
to assess and respond to neighborhood needs.

OSU Football Ticket Raffle

Each $25 donation to ECM enters you for a chance to win two tickets to see the Buckeyes
take on the Maryland Terrapins on Saturday, October 9 at Ohio Stadium in Columbus.

These are exceptional tickets! They're in Section 18A, Row 34!

You can enter for multiple raffle tickets – $25 for 1; $50 for 2, $75 for 3, $100 for 4.
Bishop Smith will draw the winning raffle ticket on Wednesday, 9/29. The winner will be

notified by email with instructions on how to claim their tickets.

Click Here to Donate for a Chance to Win!

https://www.google.com/maps/search/360+Wilson+Drive?entry=gmail&source=g
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCvl68R3f7F_1c2Zwmke8MQrSG83apEiK7mOAFpMgDQJWTh1sTCd50gd-Vczcm0a4_1iI0kWU6kb-GaQ_oxD2LKTh9t7tVyEKOj6TDT_rH0RV_FXX2sn0eQI=&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCnxoh_w9JUu0uIGWwlyjR7q7jAlIdf3uVqxLg-luS_uNlKfObDA96o8BG-FMsNnm-R2UjgDSSdeQNpuL6jgunHdf2Jj052v028wMX2ofJ-eHNrwNKOlDxnauIXj-IQ7ORPd0op18dfwLdqitSzK1Sj2L2huvv0wtKw==&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCnxoh_w9JUu0FiS2orJq61bLqEaCmjapYKJctniIIBXeahZmmvCPWNiGBKtcxKlib7nslJaRYOfb1s9xYU2D1IK3gR9lfX6WVpcm_JnqAFj1ObbIXgcbpnfBSK3T5CewkBf0IEfzmrdYC_tKVDlBbmLluweNGFnYkQ==&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCnxoh_w9JUu0O91o9IDniEZ8u_OBUIgCSPHKIAznBwMAminS7FcNBvB3TQ0YvKLmfoWd3ww8vSK9-LKtAgng_rg6XApPDJ-og5phbrDGvAud7lPrVV_v8qgzBcX66CzZe6fChMU4jq9QEvCeviTwNU69Fi53yvM2yg==&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCnxoh_w9JUu0anhM6yJ0XM9JA-2vxRV6YB-4K2A608DWY4wfr1spKSd6nrLldDjWZNytUQxK6dwVKPp18tx6WFyqIF3Vxpo_ucABu3iULLcFC7UvjAUAMwREidNYdweZnuLjyYdpopeNnTphH03f_lujnZcEHBkwiA==&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCnxoh_w9JUu0BRpQsrli-4Kp-bjgkFsHvJAqSA6LOhrhaNHfKyg4B-_8d8IOq2DCkRmMYd0mM6AsFXSJCCZ9ozF5b9agLKldv3pvqnazXZbwd6QNdFj_9BJVcTdtiorZHKLzWOaT2DZNLOw7rqKex08=&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCksZZlIQwmiJySZgqB6LB2GDG255D6oHPY7vkKmjFaMtIJWcF89TIainFY2sA4mcYzAsKfqPbaYZGkyT4iWv2-E8xgwMBEy4Wz4l3eQO3g23mkIGueab2v65F4MfVMmR1bmkkVknbKPUSSXvqDKMEtRJuTXRN0rnUA==&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==


Tour de Gem Bike Rides for ECM

Tour de Gem is a fundraising cycling event for local nonprofits to raise money and bring
awareness to our mission. Your contributions help NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
as they put faith into action.

Cyclists of all ages and abilities have an opportunity to participate in multiple ways:

Create your own virtual ride between September 24 and October 10. 

This can be in your own neighborhood, on a local bike path, one of the spectacular
scenic rides throughout Southern Ohio, or even on your exercise bike. Riders
registering for the Virtual Option may select the Fundraise Only option, which does
not have a fee.

Participate in the Live Ride in Dayton on October 10.

The event starts at 8am. There are 4 routes to choose from:
https://www.ms-stride.org/tourdegem/Routes-&-GPS-Tracking
When registering for the live event, be sure to indicate which route you plan to ride.
There is a registration fee for adult and youth in-person riders. Children under 12
are welcome to participate – their family should select the family friendly Bike Path
course. There is no fee for children to register.

Every dollar donated through Tour de Gem Team ECM will be disbursed to ECM. We hope
you will join with us to make a real difference in Southern Ohio communities!

Register or Donate to the Bike Ride!

You Oughta Be in Pictures!

We need your help to take pictures of our church, parish hall, and people! We
will use them to not only update our website but also to have for other needs
as they arise. Once you have pictures, you can contact Nikki via phone or
email and she can help you get the pictures to the office once she knows the
details of the camera you are using. Please take pictures whenever the
opportunity presents itself - or when the mood strikes you!

Prayers for your daily devotions:

Current Prayer List
We pray for healing for those who suffer from any illness or distress,
especially Ron, Warren, Clara, Karen, Tom, Rick, Kim, Ruth, Cynda,
Heather, Cami, Jennifer, and Amelia, and for all who suffer because of
COVID-19. 

Long Term Prayer List
Holly, Madysun, John T, Ken, Lamar, Jess and Tim, Greg, David E, Heidi,
Karen, David O., John G., Carolyn, and Diana and Peter.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCnxoh_w9JUu0x0CJMZ_bNll0cFGEGG_rd4u6t3wv4dxnp3pZyCOdHuJ0FvzWceWgA1ViB_2UuTdaOCXbD-VLRim1bUl22mxPLk4prxGoAQLEo9kLBkGimNdmdMojOb9BZMiOZcXoLmBM&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCnxoh_w9JUu0u67akbXjIza2cqSDpwM8buvpW1V-GHcGv3KPfEUOg80y48TU4x0Y4t12z5UNcCh946rjdk59M39sRiCFn1u9vbtfgBNzXib7ypqBkMdXzFWYOmiBUzwrKRAOU8zlQE7T&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==


Our Vaunted Vestry

Want to keep up with our valiant Vestry? We will begin posting a link
to the minutes for their meetings. Just check this space after the
second Wednesday of each month when the Vestry meet to stay in
the know.

Your Vestry members are:

Jennie Hudson, Senior Warden
Bradley Alexander, Junior Warden
Debbie Gillespie, Member at Large
Rick Bayless, Member at Large
Jim Goins, Member at Large

Spare Calendars

Do you have any 2022 calendars that you won't use? Brad needs them! Please
bring them by the office or the church whenever is convenient.

Free Classes From the Learning Portal

Click on the title of the class for more information and to take any or all of
these courses at any time that's convenient for you.

Holy Hardware
Learn about the architecture, furnishings, and beliefs that make up Christian worship.
Priest and liturgist Deon Johnson unpacks the theology and meaning behind some of the

more common elements of 'holy hardware.’

Contemplative Knitting
Learn how connecting a creative passion, such as knitting, to a contemplative prayer
practice can change the consistency with which you pray, thereby deepening your

relationship with God and helping you to serve others.

The Bible and Evangelism
Evangelism, intentionally sharing our Christian faith through word and deed, is being
centered in the Jesus Movement and its important for us to search the immense resources

of scripture in order to inform and empower our work and mission. In this course, Learn
how to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others.

Responding to Refugees
Learn about refugees, resettlement, and how Christians might consider, and relieve, their

plight in the course Responding to Refugees. Allison Duvall, from Episcopal Migration
Ministries invites us to understand and come alongside those whom the Bible asks us to

care for.

Weekly Devotional

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dCbRtPLGIsAEC0chvpt7KOGNozEMzoI4H1-cfmNAXJm0mibhjjxeudAa8up77_VRTPRII4NSlSFiI0W3xVMxQZ0FUOhPc4LtrqAD_eQ53PlUDLsl3-VfIGYoh22RNRL9K6bUyNBHW5EJKP-WSvmMTMOx-pySJSMYVjLP1bJSQaeGaDWVKGJYh2yltaYN8-b5bwA79xRJoeo=&c=7JZPEmQsgIufXr7xNoh89H_4OxeTV9HNFyl_qyK2R_rlmcphRocGFA==&ch=rtDCysECuk8K6UMH85EE8jdxkBEkWkNkpvNXJwn2vGQfXrcj25nz0Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dCbRtPLGIsAEC0chvpt7KOGNozEMzoI4H1-cfmNAXJm0mibhjjxeudAa8up77_VRCHcA875DLKYutIQzIl6bZ228Dl65DmF6lEdABkGc7MTQBu-enaWEFdo0_Cjk_6TBjLqB0VcD2mefqYrpXDrMMcSf5hKwjvPgX1llQHZWckPU_dr--f0seR2TYNZjVcu3FeOB12G6viNyPV98W56g0A2WUlzkOkjGH507JedFyVk=&c=7JZPEmQsgIufXr7xNoh89H_4OxeTV9HNFyl_qyK2R_rlmcphRocGFA==&ch=rtDCysECuk8K6UMH85EE8jdxkBEkWkNkpvNXJwn2vGQfXrcj25nz0Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dCbRtPLGIsAEC0chvpt7KOGNozEMzoI4H1-cfmNAXJm0mibhjjxeudAa8up77_VREXaEcmkodhnGAJAvWYDeqg6pwPBWJHH1_r4S7x_t9eMNgC1rnPM29JZC3or3aMCCs4SP8AP_syGCIy0pcQ-YOYiT139g8HF6ynOBAUsHamcI6bIMGVj-KDBrzPsTSo6OFRbR2ysn7srQXvg23r2ngd_E4Dq8_Z0AiYMw9S1WPx0=&c=7JZPEmQsgIufXr7xNoh89H_4OxeTV9HNFyl_qyK2R_rlmcphRocGFA==&ch=rtDCysECuk8K6UMH85EE8jdxkBEkWkNkpvNXJwn2vGQfXrcj25nz0Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gv9RLNmeI-WzcZxwFhzr58O7j2I2WnvvO4g9Aumlf_dNCZDzqep0BQ5wLKV4d1F8zGfSKpubQ3R8olGSS-0KXIADJgpy5W-LOfao-eOJKhZMnzkDVo-FMzUR3F9nKJDKhtBvwQI2qW67YxnNvcMm2mIdrb5Kf9EBjXF4shMPkh5pl4SgPiZ7FAEcftkYn1Zkvlk5E1yOuxrWBWl8zg-b5QCAYgW01KCyQ36edNOI8zs=&c=VdM-mDhXHD9IaTyRuX0cXqxn_M20P3KJk4nydkTMzYPsEApGrcPvWQ==&ch=EH61bvHus9s2C1T-y--diTfs9-j68gc6Ajhnqbb4KxPe07AyUAV-Gg==


Our weekly devotional comes from Suzanne Guthrie's "At the Edge of
the Enclosure: Soul Work for Sunday." This is a lovely devotional that
takes a spiritual pilgrimage each week with reflection, prayer, art,
poetry, and commentary on the scriptures. There are links to other
resources; Rev. Jen loves the Visual Commentary on Scripture
Edge of the Enclosure

There is a tab on the main page that will take you to the scripture
readings for the week.
Weekly Scripture Reading

Last Week's Sermon

Click the link for Rev. Steve's sermon. Sermon from September 19th, 2021

NEED IN OUR COMMUNITY

Christ Church Clothes Etc. Outreach:

We are starting a special area to collect clothes for children in foster care!
Please spread the word and donate as able.

We need winter coats (especially kids) and blankets for the winter!

We need volunteers to help with our Community Clothing Closet!

Do you have any spare time? Want to help our community? Would you like to
spend time with other people doing the same? Even if you just have an hour or
two, please give the office a call and we'll figure out a time that works. This
includes people who might like to come in when the office only has one
or two people in it.

We need clothes for our community! While we gladly accept all clothing in good
condition, we especially need items for school-aged kiddos, teens, and men.
Hygiene items are always in great need. Contact the office for details.

…I know that I have life
only insofar as I have love.

I have no love
except it come from Thee.

Help me, please, to carry
this candle against the wind.

--Wendell Berry, Leavings (2012)

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCgTZG31clgWJPO-QQWjFPx0TzvEnZbVP4rCXv6LFYXIrwNBb35iUVd9c7Zo1UZgH8Pq6YATdhaA4ed0y7MK7if2hCnEBOhKlEg==&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZeCo9iVIcULRsOinB_TnizJnYFaf-qETRHz0Ub7SivjMvh-RlttxCgTZG31clgWJmi3KhsIDAREgJrDdW49Hh20HvDU6UEm5KW39v1BqlxafnPpmAA-D02YXxZ5uWyMewWhOEAbfhOouAAs2niRC4JAu69fVyibieZo8CLaS-yU=&c=bPjOR7IamWIBdJBtYBlSFY-5jUS8uEU4bqk8ymWQ_iAikRioWOocKg==&ch=bZWZEW697c8cTC8vI1utKMKo-DBFg1cSk8O_0ilnuexdWMTAQlwhyA==
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We WON'T stream to Facebook this week.

Link to Facebook page

“Did Jesus found a church?”  

Garry Wills asks this ques�on in What Jesus Meant, a book well
worth a read. “Church” is the word used for the Greek ekklesia
which doesn’t mean a building, but rather “gathering.” When Paul
writes a le�er—to Corinth, or Rome, or Colossus—he isn’t wri�ng
to the leader, or head, or priest-in-charge, but to the gathering. The

gatherings don’t have leaders. And the gatherings met in people’s homes, not in a
permanent structure. Why would they need something permanent? In Ma�hew, Jesus
says “Where two or three are met together in my name, there am I in their midst.”

Wills—who is Catholic—asks why any of our gatherings need to have teachings or
rules about who is in and who is out, who is authorized to lead and who should just
listen.

All this made me self-conscious this week, especially when I was at the altar blessing
the bread and wine for Eucharist. The Episcopal Gathering teaches that the priest,
who has been consecrated by the bishop, who has been consecrated by the Presiding
Bishop, and so on is the one with the privilege to be behind the altar. We are 2000
years away from the �me of Jesus, and there is something powerful, and maybe
necessary, about having some formal structures that we can look to and depend on—
kind of like coat hangers to keep clothes in the right shape un�l they are worn again.

But at the end of the day (as well as at the end of all �me), we should look to our
Gathering for mee�ng Jesus. It is in the Gathering that Jesus is present—David ligh�ng
his candle for Breanna before the service; friends and new acquaintances nodding to
each other and checking in; Altar Guild ge�ng the altar ready and candles lit; Jennifer
giving a foretaste of the music to come; Brad in the back connec�ng with each and
every person who comes through; Becky cha�ng to those passing through the
sacristy as the service is over. It is Gathering that we pull ourselves together to take
Jesus with us into the world--it is in Gathering that Becky, Barbara, Nigel and Brad
prepare to make a take-away meal for friends in Xenia. It was in this week’s Gathering,
a�er the Peace, in Debbie’s prayer for Chris and my anniversary, that I felt the love
and hope of Jesus so alive and so moving—reminding of the great blessings I know
today and through the years. It is in the Gathering that the church is like a ripe seed
pod, the seeds spread so widely as we disperse and take the experience of Jesus with
us into the wider world, whatever may come and whomever we may meet.  

May your week be blessed by the presence of Jesus in your Gathering and your
gatherings—
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Rev. Jen+

Upcoming Events at Christ Episcopal Church
 
Oct 3     Blessing of the Animals
Oct 10   Stewardship Event
Nov 7    All Saints’ Sunday
Nov 21  St Cecilia Day hymn sing
Nov 28  First Sunday of Advent

Check this newsletter for more information as the dates get closer!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Rev. Jen found her phone! We're back in business...

NEW Parish Office Emails

We need to split up the main email (ChristEpiscopalXenia@gmail.com). Please
update the emails in your computer for Rev. Jen, Becky or Nikki.
 

Rev. "Pumpkin Spice" Jen - CECX.Priest@gmail.com
 

Bookkeeper "Apple Crisp" Becky - CECX.Bookkeeper@gmail.com
 

Parish Administrator "Caramel Apple" Nikki - CECX.Office@gmail.com

New Healing Service - ON HOLD THIS WEEK!
We will begin a midweek service on most first, second, and third
Wednesdays. This will be a liturgy for healing and communion.

The next service is September 29th at 11:00 am in the
sanctuary.

As we learn what times are best for those who wish to attend, we may
adjust the time for this service--do read your newsletter.

In order to protect the ill and those who care for them, masks will be
worn over nose and mouth by all at this service, regardless of
vaccine status.

Proclaiming the Dream: Diocesan Convocation
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Unfortunately has been postponed
due to problems at Procter!

Saturday, September 25 ~ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. ~ Procter
Center

Attention Choristers! (And all who like to sing!)

Choir will begin in October under the direction of Choirmaster Chris
Oldstone-Moore. Details to follow but let the Church Office know if
you're interested in raising your voice in song!

We Need Your Musical Input!

What's your favorite hymn? We want to know! You can either email Nikki
here, give the office a quick ring at 937-372-1594, or add it to the form in the
Church!

Current COVID-19 Protocols

New Update from our diocese (as of August 2, 2021):

People attending services and meetings held indoors are to resume
wearing masks, even if they are vaccinated

Communion in one kind, bread, only.

singing with masks on

no seating limitations

Read the complete guidelines here. Please be prepared for
changes as we continue to learn about this virus.

Third Dose For Immune-Compromised Individuals Available at
GCPH

Greene County Public Health (GCPH) is providing the 3rd dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine only to those individuals who are immune-
compromised who have had either Pfizer or Moderna. At this time, it is
not recommended for an additional dose for those who received the
J&J vaccine.
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Active treatment with high-dose coricosteroids (20 miligrams or
more of prednisone daily or an equivalent) including:

alkylating agents
antimetabolites
cancer chemotherapeutic agents classified as severely
immunosuppressive
transplant-related immunosuppressive drugs
tumor-necrosis (TNF) blockers
other biologic agents that are immunosuppressive or
immunomodulatory

Advanced or untreated HIV infection
Moderate or severe immunodeficiency such as DiGeorge or
Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome
Received a CAR-T-cell or hematopoietic stem cell transplant and
are within two years of transplant or taking immunosuppression
therapy
Received a solid-organ transplant and are presently taking
immunosuppressive therapy
Undergoing cancer treatment – solid tumors and hematologic
malignancies

GCPH holds a COVID-19 vaccine clinic on Thursday of each week
from 2:00 – 3:30pm at its main office located at 360 Wilson Drive in
Xenia. You can visit this website to schedule a time, or simply stop
by our clinic on any Thursday during the above hours. Be sure to
bring your COVID-19 vaccination card with you to your appointment. If
you have any questions, please call 937-374-5600.

++++++++++++++++++++

Scripture Readings for September 26th

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
Psalm 124

James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

If you're on a computer, you can click here to read the Scripture Readings.
You can find copies of our weekly devotional at the bottom of this note.

Two Fun Ways to Support ECM
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As the outreach arm of the diocese, Episcopal Community Ministries uses the power of
our collective community to help fund local outreach ministries who are in the best position
to assess and respond to neighborhood needs.

OSU Football Ticket Raffle

Each $25 donation to ECM enters you for a chance to win two tickets to see the Buckeyes
take on the Maryland Terrapins on Saturday, October 9 at Ohio Stadium in Columbus.

These are exceptional tickets! They're in Section 18A, Row 34!

You can enter for multiple raffle tickets – $25 for 1; $50 for 2, $75 for 3, $100 for 4.
Bishop Smith will draw the winning raffle ticket on Wednesday, 9/29. The winner will be

notified by email with instructions on how to claim their tickets.

Click Here to Donate for a Chance to Win!

Tour de Gem Bike Rides for ECM

Tour de Gem is a fundraising cycling event for local nonprofits to raise money and bring
awareness to our mission. Your contributions help NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
as they put faith into action.

Cyclists of all ages and abilities have an opportunity to participate in multiple ways:

Create your own virtual ride between September 24 and October 10. 

This can be in your own neighborhood, on a local bike path, one of the spectacular
scenic rides throughout Southern Ohio, or even on your exercise bike. Riders
registering for the Virtual Option may select the Fundraise Only option, which does
not have a fee.

Participate in the Live Ride in Dayton on October 10.

The event starts at 8am. There are 4 routes to choose from:
https://www.ms-stride.org/tourdegem/Routes-&-GPS-Tracking
When registering for the live event, be sure to indicate which route you plan to ride.
There is a registration fee for adult and youth in-person riders. Children under 12
are welcome to participate – their family should select the family friendly Bike Path
course. There is no fee for children to register.

Every dollar donated through Tour de Gem Team ECM will be disbursed to ECM. We hope
you will join with us to make a real difference in Southern Ohio communities!

Register or Donate to the Bike Ride!

You Oughta Be in Pictures!
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We need your help to take pictures of our church, parish hall, and people! We
will use them to not only update our website but also to have for other needs
as they arise. Once you have pictures, you can contact Nikki via phone or
email and she can help you get the pictures to the office once she knows the
details of the camera you are using. Please take pictures whenever the
opportunity presents itself - or when the mood strikes you!

Prayers for your daily devotions:

Current Prayer List
We pray for healing for those who suffer from any illness or distress,
especially Ron, Warren, Clara, Karen, Tom, Rick, Kim, Ruth, Cynda,
Heather, Cami, Jennifer, and Amelia, and for all who suffer because of
COVID-19. 

Long Term Prayer List
Holly, Madysun, John T, Ken, Lamar, Jess and Tim, Greg, David E, Heidi,
Karen, David O., John G., Carolyn, and Diana and Peter.

Our Vaunted Vestry

Want to keep up with our valiant Vestry? We will begin posting a link
to the minutes for their meetings. Just check this space after the
second Wednesday of each month when the Vestry meet to stay in
the know.

Your Vestry members are:

Jennie Hudson, Senior Warden
Bradley Alexander, Junior Warden
Debbie Gillespie, Member at Large
Rick Bayless, Member at Large
Jim Goins, Member at Large

Spare Calendars

Do you have any 2022 calendars that you won't use? Brad needs them! Please
bring them by the office or the church whenever is convenient.

Free Classes From the Learning Portal

Click on the title of the class for more information and to take any or all of
these courses at any time that's convenient for you.

Holy Hardware
Learn about the architecture, furnishings, and beliefs that make up Christian worship.
Priest and liturgist Deon Johnson unpacks the theology and meaning behind some of the
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more common elements of 'holy hardware.’

Contemplative Knitting
Learn how connecting a creative passion, such as knitting, to a contemplative prayer
practice can change the consistency with which you pray, thereby deepening your

relationship with God and helping you to serve others.

The Bible and Evangelism
Evangelism, intentionally sharing our Christian faith through word and deed, is being
centered in the Jesus Movement and its important for us to search the immense resources

of scripture in order to inform and empower our work and mission. In this course, Learn

how to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others.

Responding to Refugees
Learn about refugees, resettlement, and how Christians might consider, and relieve, their

plight in the course Responding to Refugees. Allison Duvall, from Episcopal Migration

Ministries invites us to understand and come alongside those whom the Bible asks us to
care for.

Weekly Devotional

Our weekly devotional comes from Suzanne Guthrie's "At the Edge of
the Enclosure: Soul Work for Sunday." This is a lovely devotional that
takes a spiritual pilgrimage each week with reflection, prayer, art,
poetry, and commentary on the scriptures. There are links to other
resources; Rev. Jen loves the Visual Commentary on Scripture
Edge of the Enclosure

There is a tab on the main page that will take you to the scripture
readings for the week.
Weekly Scripture Reading

Last Week's Sermon

Click the link for Rev. Steve's sermon. Sermon from September 19th, 2021

NEED IN OUR COMMUNITY

Christ Church Clothes Etc. Outreach:

We are starting a special area to collect clothes for children in foster care!
Please spread the word and donate as able.

We need winter coats (especially kids) and blankets for the winter!

We need volunteers to help with our Community Clothing Closet!
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Do you have any spare time? Want to help our community? Would you like to
spend time with other people doing the same? Even if you just have an hour or
two, please give the office a call and we'll figure out a time that works. This
includes people who might like to come in when the office only has one
or two people in it.

We need clothes for our community! While we gladly accept all clothing in good
condition, we especially need items for school-aged kiddos, teens, and men.
Hygiene items are always in great need. Contact the office for details.

…I know that I have life
only insofar as I have love.

I have no love
except it come from Thee.

Help me, please, to carry
this candle against the wind.

--Wendell Berry, Leavings (2012)
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